












To:  Members, Assembly Committee on Criminal Justice & Public Safety 
From:  Vicky Selkowe, Legislative Director, Legal Action of Wisconsin  
Re:  AB 604, Reducing Length of Drivers’ License Suspensions for  

Failure to Pay Forfeitures  
Date:  January 28, 2016 

 
Legal Action of Wisconsin is a nonprofit law firm. Our attorneys and staff provide free civil legal 
services to low-income people in 39 Wisconsin counties, across a territory that extends from the 
southeastern corner of the state up through Brown County in the east and La Crosse County in the west. 
For nearly 20 years, we have helped to restore driver’s licenses in Milwaukee. We have also represented 
clients in driver’s license restoration cases in Madison, Green Bay, Racine, Stevens Point, and Wausau 
at various times. As well, since 2007, we have partnered with Wisconsin Community Services in a 
highly successful collaborative project: the Center for Driver’s License Recovery & Employability 
(CDLRE). 
 
Since 2007, the CDLRE has helped more than 3,000 low-income Milwaukee residents restore their 
driver’s licenses, and has provided legal advice and information to more than 4,300 additional 
Milwaukee residents.  
 
We support Assembly Bill 604 and appreciate Representative Spiros, Representative Mason, 
Senator Petrowski, and Senator Harris Dodd’s leadership in authoring this bill. AB 604 will help 
more Wisconsin residents obtain and maintain employment, and will redress a longstanding 
inequity in our state’s driver’s license penalties.  
 
According to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (DOT), in 2014 alone, there were 221,362 
suspensions for failure to pay forfeitures. (Forfeitures, in this context, result from traffic tickets.) In fact, 
nearly 60% of all suspensions and revocations in Wisconsin in 2014 were due to failure to pay 
forfeitures. This number far exceeds any other suspension or revocation.  
 
Under current law, when your license is suspended for inability to pay a traffic forfeiture, you lose your 
license for two full years, leading to the result that those who cannot afford to pay traffic tickets have their 
licenses suspended for far longer than drivers who have committed safety-related violations.  
 
As the table below illustrates, the current two-year suspension for failure to pay a traffic ticket is longer 
than many safety-related suspensions and revocations: 
 

Violation Is This a Safety-Related 
Violation?   

Length of Suspension or 
Revocation  

Failure to pay forfeitures NO Two years  
Accumulate 12 demerit points YES 2-6 months 
Fleeing an officer YES  6 months  
Operating While Intoxicated (First 
violation) 

YES  Maximum 9 months  

Accumulate 31+ demerit points YES  One year  
Fleeing an officer and causing bodily 
harm or property damage 

YES One year  
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