
 

 

 

 

Assembly Bill 217 – Sex-Selective Abortions 

• By definition, a sex-selective abortion is the abortion of a 
child on the basis of its gender.  In all other areas, we 
prohibit gender-based discrimination. 
 

• Countries with longstanding experience with sex-selection 
abortion like India, the United Kingdom, and China as well as 
other industrialized nations like Australia have enacted 
restrictions on sex-selective abortion.  The United States is a 
noteworthy exception. 
 

• The American public supports a prohibition of sex-selective 
abortion.  A March 2006 Zogby poll indicated 86% of 
Americans agreed that sex-selective abortion should be 
illegal. 
 

• The American medical community opposes sex selective 
abortion.  The American Congress of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists stated in a 2007 Ethics Committee Opinion, # 
360, that sex-selective abortion is inappropriate because it 
“ultimately supports sexist practices”. 
 



• A 2008 National Academy of Sciences study of 2000 U.S. 
Census found evidence of sex-selective abortion in the 
United States particularly among Chinese, Korean and Asian 
Indian populations in the U.S. 
 

• This bill establishes compensatory civil damages for the 
mother, father, or grandparent of an unborn child that is 
subject to a sex-selective abortion.   
 

• This proposal stipulates that the names of plaintiffs be kept 
confidential, unless the plaintiffs request that the 
proceedings be held in open court.   
 

• Other states that ban sex-selective abortions include Illinois, 
Pennsylvania, Oklahoma, and Arizona. 


























	AB2173
	ab0217.pdf
	AB2172
	AB2171
	ab0217.pdf


