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Assumptions Used in Arriving at Fiscal Estimate

Thisrule incorporates the administrative rule under Chapter 38 into Chapter 56 to create one universal licensing code for foster care and
treatment foster care providers. Thisisthe second phase of creating the Levels of Care syssem passed in 2009 Wisconsin Act 28. Thisrule
establishesthe requirementsfor certification at levels 3, 4, and 5. A foster home islicensed at these levelsbased on a number of factors,
including the level of knowledge, skill, training, and experience of the licensee. Thisrule establishesthe minimum amount of training at
each of these levels. In addition, thisrule mandatesthe use of the Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths (CANS) rating tool. Thisrating
toolsisdesigned to consistently identify the needs of children, ensure that providers are addressing those needs, and determine
reimbursementsto foster and treatment foster parents.

The rule will affect counties and the Department, which operatesthe child welfare program in Milwaukee County. The rule isnot anticipated
to affect current foster care and treatment foster care providers. Most existing providers meet the qualificationsin the rule and exisiting
providers are grandfathered into the rule.

The implementation of the CANS rating tool may identify some unmet needsfor children, which could increase the costs of providing
servicesto these children. Also, the CANS rating tool could more appropriately identify a lesser level of need for children who already are
receiving special services, which may decrease coststo serve these children. Additionally, providing children with adequate services may
reduce the length of stay for children in out-of-home care, reducing long-term costs. The net effect of these scenarios cannot be determined.

Long-Range Fiscal Implications

None
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