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AN ACT to amend 29.924 (2), 347.06 (1), 347.06 (4), 347.09 (1) (intro.), 347.10 (4), 347.{dtfd)) and 347.13
(1); andto create 340.01 (43d) of the statuteslating to: useof lamps on vehicles when visibility is limited by

weatherconditions and providing a penalty

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in
senate and assembly, do enact as follows:

SecTioN 1. 29.924 (2) of the statutes is amended to
read:

29.924(2) DRIVING WITHOUT HEADLIGHTS. In the per
formanceof their law enforcement duties, wardens may
operatemotor vehicles owned or leased by the depart
mentupon a highwayother than an interstate, a state
trunk highway or any highway within the limits ahy
incorporatedarea, during hours of darkness or during a

347.06(1) Except as provided in subs. (2) and (4), no
personmay operate a vehicle upon a highway during
hoursof darkness or during a period of limitedibility
unlessall headlamps, tail lampsnd clearance lamps
with which-suchthevehicle is required to be equipped are
lighted. Parking lamps as-definelscribedn s. 347.27
shallmaynot be used for this purpose. This subsection
doesnot apply iflamps that are automatically activated
wheneverthe vehicle is started are in use, if the head
lampsare of suficient intensity to satisfy the require
mentsfor daytime running lamps undé® CFR 571.108

period of limited visibility without lighted headlamps,
tail lamps,or clearance lamps;-contrary t847.06 jf the
driving will aid in the accomplishment of a lawfatrest
for violation of this chapter or in ascertaining whether a
violation of this chaptehasbeen or is about to be cem
mitted. Any civil action or proceeding brought against
anywarden operating motor vehicle under this subsec
tion is subject to ss. 893.82 and 895.46.

SecTiON 2. 340.01 (43d) of the statutescreated to
read:

340.01(43d) “Period of limited visibility” means
anytime that weatheronditions limit visibility such that
objectson a highway are not clearly discernible at 500
feetfrom the front of a vehicle.

SecTioN 3. 347.06 (1) of the statutes is amended to
read:

S5.5.11(a).
SecTioN 4. 347.06 (4) of the statutes is amended to

read:

347.06(4) A duly authorized warden, as defined in
S.24.01 (1), may operate a vehicle owned or leased by
the department of natural resources upon a highway dur
ing hours of darkness or during a period of limited visibil
ity without lightedheadlamps, tail lamp®y clearance
lampsin the performance of the wardemluties under s.
29.924(2).

SecTioN 5. 347.09 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is
amendedo read:

347.09(1) (intro.) No person-shalhay operate a
motor vehicle on a highway during hours of darkness or
during a period of limited visibility unless-suctthe
vehicleis equipped as follows:

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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SecTION 6. 347.10 (4) othe statutes is amended to
read:

347.10(4) Any motor vehicle may be operated dur
ing hours of darkness or during a period of limited visibil
ity when equipped with 2 lighted lamps upon the front
thereofof the motowehiclecapable of revealing persons
andobjects 75 feetihead in lieu of lamps required by
subs.(1) to (3) if suchthevehicle at no time is operated
ata speed in excess of 20 miles per hdlw lighted lamp
underthis subsection-shathayhave any type alecora
tive covering that restrictthe amount of light emitted
whenthe lighted lamp i use. This subsection does not
apply to any type of decorative covering originally
equippedon the vehicle at the tim&f manufacture and
sale.

SecTION 7. 347.12 (1) (intro.) of the statutes is
amendedo read:

347.12(1) (intro.) Whenever a motor vehiclelising
operated on a highway during hours of darknesiiong
aperiod of limitedvisibility, the operator shall use a-dis
tribution of light or composite beam directed high
enoughand of suficient intensity to reveal a person or
vehicleat a safe distance advance of the vehicle, sub
jectto the following requirements and limitations:

SecTion 8. 347.13 (1) of the statutes is amended to
read:

347.13(1) No person-shalinay operate a motor
vehicle, mobile home,or trailer or semitrailer upon a
highwayduring hours of darkness or during a period of
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limited visibility unless-suclthe motor vehicle mobile
home,or trailer or semitrailers equipped with at least
onetail lamp mounted on the rear which, when lighted
duringhours of darkness, emits a red light plainly visible
from a distance of 50fket to the rearNo tail lamp-shall
may have any type of decorative covering that restricts
theamount of light emitted when the tail lamp is in use.
No vehicle originally equipped at the time mfinufae
tureand sale with 2 tail lamps-shaiybe operated upon

a highway during hours of darkness or during a period of
limited visibility unless both-suckamps are in good
working order This subsection does not apply to any
type of decorative covering originally equipped on the
vehicleat the time of manufacture and sale.

SecTioN 9m. Nonstatutory provisions.

(1) Notwithstanding sections 347.06 (1), 347.09 (1),
347.10(4), 347.12 (1), and 347.13 (1) thie statutes, as
affected by this act, during the period beginning the day
after publication of this act and ending on the first day of
the 7th month beginning aftgrublication of this act, no
traffic officer, as defined in section 340.Q70) of the
statutesmayissue a citation to a person for operating a
motor vehicle during a period of limited visibilityas
definedin section 340.01 (43d)f the statutes, as created
by this act, in violation of any provision of section 347.06
(1), 347.09 (1), 347.10 (4), 347.12 (1), or 347.13 (1) of
the statutes, as fifcted by this act. A tr€ officer may
issuea warning notice for any violation specified in this
subsection.




